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1. See J. W. Thompson, The Middle Ages, 300-1500, New York: Cooper Square
Publishers, Inc., 1972, p.101 (Originally published in 1932).

2. R. H. C. Davis, A History of Medieval Europe From Constantine to Saint Louis,
New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1971, p.26.

3. Theodor E. Mommsen, “St. Augustine and the Christian Idea of Progress: The
Background of the City of God,” in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, edited by
Eugene F. Rice Jr. Ithaca/New York: Cornell University Press, 1959, p.266. This
paper originally appeared in Journal of the History of Ideas, 12 (1951), pp. 346—
374.

4. Anthony Grafton, “Middle Ages,” in Dictionary of the Middle Ages, general
editor, Joseph R. Strayer, New York: Scribner, 1982-1989.

5. Joseph R. Strayer, Western Europe in the Middle-Ages, A Short History, 2™ ed.
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1974, p.4.

6. “The notion of a chronological Middle Age, with its concomitant epithet
medieval, is, in its hint at a tripartite temporal division, essentially European in
origin and application. Any exercise insisting on a double vision in matters
concerning oral tradition in a medieval setting ... is consequently almost by
definition, predestined to concentrate on and perhaps even to deal exclusively
with, the European scene.” See W. F. H. Nicolaisen, “Introduction,” in Oral
Tradition in the Middle Ages, ed. W. F. H. Nicolaisen, Binghamton New York:
Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1995, pp. 1-6.

7. Thomas Kelly, Early Public Libraries: A History of Public Libraries in Great
Britain Before 1850. London: The Library Association, 1966, p.13.
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10. G. H. Putnam, Books and Their Makers During the Middle Ages, 2 volumes,

New York: Hillary House Publishers LTD, 1962, vol.1, p.133.
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11. See Thomas Kelly, Early Public Libraries: A History of Public Libraries in
Great Britain Before 1850, London: The Library Association, 1966, pp.13-16.

12. James Thompson, A History of the Principles of Librarianship, London: C.
Bingley, 1977, pp.22-24.

13. David C. Greetham, Textual Scholarship, New York: Garland, 1994, pp. 15-16.
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Norman F. Cantor, Inventing the Middle Ages: The lives, Works, and Ideas of the
Great Medievalists of the Twentieth Century, New York: William Morrow and
Company, Inc., 1991, p.129:

My guess is that perhaps a third of the people of the cathedral towns in the eleventh
century, before the pope cracked down on clerical concubines, were actually
bastard children of the resident clergy or descended from such.

15. Greetham, Textual Scholarship, p.16.

16. Ramona Bressie, “Libraries of the British Isles in the Anglo-Saxon Period,” in
The Medieval Library, J. W. Thompson, ed. New York: Hafner Pub. Co., 1957,
pp. 119-125.

17. See EI?, s. v. “maktaba.”
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S. K. Padover, “Muslim Libraries,” in The Medieval Library, pp.347-367; George
Makdisi, The Rise of Colleges: Institutions of Learning in Islam and the West,
Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. Press, 1981, pp. 24-27 and references therein;
George Makdisi, The Rise of Humanism in Classical Islam and the Christian
West, Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. Press, 1990, pp.54-88 and the references.
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S. K. Padover, “Muslim Libraries,” in The Medieval Library, James W.
Thompson, ed. (reprinted with a supplement by Blance B. Boyer, New York;
Hafner Pub. Co., 1957), pp.347-368; Makdisi, The Rise of Humanism, pp.54f,
70-73, 75ff, 81f, 253f, 296ff; Ehsan Naraghi, “The Islamic Antecedents of the
Western Renaissance,” Diogenes, (1996) 173: 73-107; A. Shalaby, History of
Muslim Education, Beirut: Dar al-Kashshaf, 1954, chapters 2, and 5; and
Shalaby’s extended and revised Arabic translation of this volume:
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21. Olga M. Davidson, Comparative Literature and Classical Persian Poetics, Costa
Mesa, California: Mazad, 2000, p.19:
Here | return to my basic argument about variae lectiones in the Shahnama: as in
the case of Homeric variae lectiones, we cannot mechanically apply the criteria of
right or wrong, better or worse, original or altered, in the process of establishing
an edition. What we can do is to establish criteria to determine which particular
variant is more appropriate to which particular period in the history of the textual
transmission. Such criteria require a multitext editorial procedure.
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R
23. Dick Davis, “The Problem of Ferdowsi’s Sources,” in Journal of the American
Oriental Studies, vol.116, no.1, (Jan-Mar., 1996), pp.48-57; see p.54 for this
citation: “The poet’s imagery is often introduced by a formulaic phrase (to gofti
keh ... “you would have said that ...”); it is applied as it were from the outside,
rather than seeming to emerge from within the narrative itself, and many of the
images are used more than once, often in virtually identical language.”
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25. See Dick Davis’ review of Robert Hillenbrand (ed.), Shahnama: The Visual
Language of the Persian “Book of Kings,” (VARIE, Occasional Papers, 2.)
Aldershot, Eng., and Burlingtom, Vt.: Ashgate, 2004. in Speculum, vol.81, no.3
(July 2006), p.862.

26. Olga Davidson, “The Text of Ferdowsi’s Shahnama and the Burden of the Past,”
in Journal of the American Oriental Society, vol.118, 1998, no.1, p.64.

The concept of mouvance, [...] was formulated by the medievalist Paul Zumthor.
According to this formulation, medieval texts that derive from oral traditions are
not a finished product, un achévement, but a text in progress, un texte en train de
se faire. No matter how many times a text derived from oral traditions is written
down, it will change or move: hence the term mouvance. Following both Zumthor
and Pickens, Gregory Nagy has applied the concept of mouvance to the history of
the Greek Homeric text: both the papyrus fragments (from the Hellenistic and
Roman periods) and the medieval manuscripts of the Homeric lliad and Odyssey
preserve a number of variant readings that are demonstrable authentic from the
standpoint of the formulaic system that generates Homeric diction. In any given
case, where two or more authenticated variant readings are attested, Nagy argues
that the editor’s task is to establish which variant was used at which historical
point in the evolution of the text, not to guess which is “superios” and which is
“inferior”.

27. See Stephen G. Nichols, “The New Medievalism: Tradition and Discontinuity in
Medieval Culture,” in The New Medievalism, (ed.) M. S. Brownlee, K. Brownlee,
and S. G. Nichols, Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1991,
p.2:

Largely formal and formulaic aspects of literary style in lyric, romance, and epic as
set forth convincingly in the 1950s by Guietti, Vinaver, and the early studies of
Roger Dragonetti, Jean Rychner, Paul Zumthor, no longer appeared sufficient
unto themselves.

28. See his review of The New Medievalism in Speculum, vol.68, no.1 (Jan., 1993),
p.112.

29. Mary B. Speer, “Wrestling with Change: Old French Textual Criticism and
Mouvance,” Olifant 7(1980)4:311-27; also see her comments in “Textual
Criticism Redivivus,” L Esprit Créateur 23(1983)1:43-44; and cf. her discussion
of the concept in her “Old French Literature,” in Scholarly Editing: A Guide to
Research, ed. D. C. Greetham (New York: MLA, 1995):402-405; See also, Peter
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F. Dembowski, “The ‘French’ Tradition of Textual Philology and its Relevance to
the Editing of Medieval Texts,” in Modern Philology, vol.90, No.4, 1993, pp.
512-532; Roy Rosenstein, “Mouvance and the Editor as Scribe: Trascrittore
Tradittore?” in Romanic Review, vol.80, No.2 (1989), pp.157 — 170.
30. Bernard Cerquiglini, Eloge de la variante: histoire critique de la philologie,
Paris: Edition du seuil, 1989, p.57:
L’oeuvre littéraire, au Moyen Age, est une variable ... Qu’une main fut premiére,
parfois, sans doute, importe moins que cette incessante récriture d’une oeuvre qui
appartient a celui qui, de nouveau, la dispose et lui donne forme.
31. Zumthor, P. Essai de poétique médiévale, Paris: Editions de Seuil, 1972
32. See Zumthor, P. Essai de poétique médiévale, Paris: Editions de Seuil, 1972.
Translated as: Toward a Medieval Poetics, (trans) Ph. Bennett, Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1992, pp.41 — 49; see especially, p. 48.
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42. Olga M. Davidson, Comparative Literature and Classical Persian Poetics, Costa
Mesa, California: Mazda Publishers, 2000, p.7.
More fundamentally, both my previous work and the present book rely on the
actual language of Ferdowsi’s poetry as internal evidence for formulaic
composition, which can be shown to be typical of oral poetry on the basis of
comparative evidence collected from recordings of living traditions [my italics].
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Also see her statement: “the variant readings of different Shahnama manuscripts
result from a system of formulaic variation typical of oral poetics.” Olga M.
Davidson, Poet and Hero in the Persian Book of Kings (Ithaca: Cornell Univ.
Press, 1994), p.175. These views are restated in her paper in the JAOS, vol.118,
1998, pp. 63-68.
43. Albert B. Lord, The Singer of Tales, Cambridge MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 1960
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